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FIGURE 2-2.  U.S. INTERNATIONAL MERCHANDISE TRADE BY TRANSPORTATION MODE: 2005
Source: Compiled by U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT), Research and Innovative Technology Administration
(RITA), Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS), August 2006.  Water and air data—U.S. Department of Commerce,

U.S. Census Bureau, Foreign Trade Division, U.S. Exports of Merchandise and U.S. Imports of Merchandise, December 2005.
Total, truck, rail, pipeline, other and unknown data—USDOT, RITA, BTS, Transborder Freight Data 2005; and special calcula-
tion, August 2006.
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Nearly 80 percent of freight tons in U.S. foreign trade are transported by ship.

Although the vast majority of freight tonnage in U.S. foreign trade moves by water, air

and truck transportation are nearly as important when freight value is considered.  By

value, the water share drops to 44 percent, with air and truck accounting for 25 percent

and 19 percent respectively.  Rail and pipeline account for the balance. 

Note: 1 short ton = 2,000 pounds.




