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Despite doubling over the past

two decades, truck traffic remains

a relatively small share of high-

way traffic as a whole.  In 2005,

commercial trucks accounted for

about 8 percent of highway vmt.

Approximately two-thirds of com-

mercial truck travel is by truck

tractors hauling semitrailers and

by other combinations, while the

remaining third is by single unit

trucks with 6 or more tires. 

The nation’s truck fleet has grown

significantly in number and dis-

tance driven.  Of trucks weighing

FIGURE 3-2.  HIGHWAY VEHICLE MILES TRAVELED BY VEHICLE TYPE: 2005
Source: U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, Highway Statistics (Washington, DC: annual
issues), table VM-1, available at www.fhwa.dot.gov/policy/ohpi/hss/index.htm of June 3, 2007.

TABLE 3-3.  TRUCKS AND TRUCK MILES BY AVERAGE WEIGHT: 1987-2002
Sources: U.S. Department of Commerce, Census Bureau, 2002 Vehicle Inventory and Use Survey: United States (Washington,
DC: 2004), available at http://www.census.gov/svsd/www/02vehinv.html as of July 1, 2005; U.S. Department of Commerce,
Census Bureau, 1992 Truck Inventory and Use Survey: United States (Washington, DC: 1995), available at
http://www.census.gov/svsd/www/97vehinv.html as of July 1, 2005.
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(millions) Number VMT

Total 3,624 89,972 4,008 104,987 4,701 147,876 5,415 145,624 49 62
Light-heavy 1,030 10,768 1,259 14,012 1,436 19,815 1,914 26,256 86 144

10,001 to 14,000 525 5,440 694 8,000 819 11,502 1,142 15,186 118 179
14,001 to 16,000 242 2,738 282 2,977 316 3,951 396 5,908 64 116
16,001 to 19,500 263 2,590 282 3,035 301 4,362 376 5,161 43 99

Medium-heavy 766 7,581 732 8,143 729 10,129 910 11,766 19 55
19,501 to 26,000 766 7,581 732 8,143 729 10,129 910 11,766 19 55

Heavy-heavy 1,829 71,623 2,017 82,832 2,536 117,931 2,591 107,602 42 50
26,001 to 33,000 377 5,411 387 5,694 428 7,093 437 5,845 16 8
33,001 to 40,000 209 4,113 233 5,285 257 6,594 229 3,770 10 -8
40,001 to 50,000 292 7,625 339 9,622 400 13,078 318 6,698 9 -12
50,001 to 60,000 188 7,157 227 8,699 311 12,653 327 8,950 74 25
60,001 to 80,000 723 45,439 781 51,044 1,070 74,724 1,179 77,489 63 71
80,001 to 100,000 28 1,254 33 1,529 46 2,427 69 2,950 144 135
100,001 to 130,000 8 440 12 734 18 1,051 26 1,571 238 257
130,001 or more 4 185 5 227 6 312 6 329 43 78
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Key: VMT = vehicle miles traveled.
1Excludes trucks with an average weight of 10,000 pounds or less.
Note: Weight includes the empty weight of the vehicle plus the average weight of the load carried.
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Note: “Other” comprises bus and motorcycle. Light trucks include sport utility
vehicles, minivans, and pickup trucks. 




